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A Letter, &c- 


, W AS the ſaying of a great Prelate, 
| That a Man of no Religion, might eaſily 
be of any ; and tho? I remember your 


ill Living, and this Biſhop's true ſay-. 


ing, yet I could not but be ſ{urprized at the News 
of your turning Papiſt, eſpecially conſiJering you 
had attain'd, not only to the full Years of Diſcre- 
tion, but the Old Ape of Experience, which till 
is, or ever ought to be, the Parent of Wiſdom and 
Conſideration, both great Enemies to Popery. 

But upon more ſerious Thoughts, I find Old 
Ape to be the fitteſt Seaſon- of a. Man's whole Life 
to turn Papiſt in, becauſe *tis' neareſt to- that of 
Dotage; and fince you are upon loſing your Sen- 
ſes, ( as I conclude you are by turning Papiſt ) I 
can aſſure you, you could not have pick?d out a Re- 
ligion ſo fit for one that has loſt his Senſes, as that 
of the Roman: Church, . becauſe you mult neceſla- 
rily be ont of them, before you can be admitted 
into it, ſince none can be a thorow pac'd Papiſt, 
who does not believe the Doctrin of Tranſubſtantt- 
ation, and none can believe that Dottrin, who 
does believe his awn Senſes, fince if you credit 
them, you cannot believe it ; a ſtrange Articleof 


Religion. where to urge the Teſtimony of Senſe ts. 


an Offence, and to produce the Arguments of Rea» 
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ſon, is no leſs than High Treaſon againſt the Roy- 
al Dignity of this Majeſtick Popiſh Miracle, call'd 
Tranſubſtantiation. 

But ſince I remember you never before own'd 
your felt to be of any Religion, ( ftilf living as if 
you had none; )©I cannot - fay you have now 
chang'd your Religion,” but-chofen-it;- andindeed 
conſidering how” many Years of Deliberation you 
rook before you did it ; 1n my Opinion after all, 
you have cull'd out the very pooreſt of- all the 
Flock ; for Amſterdam could not haye given you 
a worſe, I mean as to the true DireQtion of. your 
Soul ro Heaven; nor yer a better to convey it 
thicher, if you will believe your Prieft's falſe Pro- 
miles of Salvation; for if you have much Mony, no 
matter how little Religion ; ſince you may with 
it purchaſe a whole Bundle of Abſolutions and 
kadulgencies ſufficient ro keep your Sout out of 
Purgatory, Which is the Parent -of Indulgencies 
invented by the Roman Church,' meerly to fright- 
en-and cozen the'Rich out of their 'Eſtates, 

And: tho? our bleſſed Saviour bid the young 
Man in the Goſpel, who had great Poſſeſſions, To 
ſell all and give to the Poor and follow him, ( for 
tis as hard for a Rich Man to enter into the Kjng- 
com of Heaven, ' as "tis for a Camel to paſs thros h 
the Eye of 'a Needle, ) yet'the'Popiſh Clergy wall 
not allow the Rich to ſell any thing, but they muſt 
convey all they have to the Patrimony of the 
Church, and then they ſhall be ſure to purchaſe 
Heaven for their Mony ; for, as the Roman Church 
can by their Miraculous Art, Tranſubſtantiate a 
{mall-Piece of Wafer into the full bulk of a Man's 
Body ; ſothey-can with the ſame Eaſe, and by the 
ſame- Art, Tranſubſtantiate and ſtretch the ſmall 
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Eye of a Needle, to the large Size of a Door, 


wide enough to let you into Paradice without 
ſtooping, though you were as big as a Camel ; 
for they will tell you, St. Peter left with them the 
Keys of Heaven, and they have Power to keep 
out and let in whom they pleaſe ; ſo that if you 
can but pay your Prieft Mony enough on Earth, 
he will never fail to promiſe you a good purchaſe 
in Heaven ; for he 1s ſo good a Chriſtian, thac 
he will give you Heavenly Treaſure for your 
Earthly, by Bill of Exchange on the Virgin Mza- 
75, upon the Credit of ſo many Maſſes he will 
make to her, for your Soul on Earth ; bur be not 
deceived by them, as you muſt certainly be if you 
rely on them. | | 

For this falfe pretended Heavenly Wealth he 
tells you he*ll furniſh you with, is but meer fairy 
Treaſure, which only laits till it be diſcover'd, 
and then vaniſheth aſſoon as ?cis ; .it being not 
more againſt the Courſe of Nature, that the Mo- 
ny you pay for thoſe Maſſes ſhould aſcend to 
Heaven, than *tis againſt the Stream of Reaſon 
to believe, that they ſhould carry your Soul there ; 
ſuch common Sail-Maſſes for the Souls of the Dead, 
being but like fine bright Clouds in the Sky, which 
tho? they look high, and 'make a ' grear ſhew, 
yet they have no real Subſtance, being but meer 
Airy Apparitions, © 

Therefore, tho? I was ever an Enemy to 
| your Religion, yet I am. ſtill fo much a Friend to 
your Perſon, as to wiſh, that 'as' you have had 
always a great fhare of natural Wit, ſo you may 
now have fo much Heavenly Wiſdom, as to pray 
to God to:open your Eyes before Death quite clo- 
les ther, that you may through his Grace clearly 
{ce 
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ſee the foppiſh Religion you have now choſen, 
and the ungodly Lite you have ſtill led, and that 
you may ſerioully refleft and truly repent of both, 
and oiten remember that Death will ſoon ſeize 
you, and Judgment will ſoon follow it ; there- 
fore pray to God for your own Soul, whilſt you 
are in this World, and truſt not to. the Mony you 
leave with your Prieſt to pray for it after you are 
gone to the next, for then ſuch Maſſes can only 
cheat you of your Mony, but can never r1d you 
of your Sins. | 

And did I not certainly know that you had 
much rather ( in Point of Religion ) read a dull 


 Lay-man's Letter, than a Learned .Divines Book ; 


not-that you can be ignorant, but that ſuch a good 
Book mult be much better for your-uſe, than ſuch 
a ſhort Letter-; but becauſe this Letter, is fo much 
ſhorter than ſuch a good Book, and conſequently 
leſs troubleſome to-read, forall Troubles you eſteem 
Evils, and of Evils the leaſt is beſt, or rather leſs 
ill; And therefore had T-not known this ſort ot 
Logick to ſuit exactly with your lazy and unzea- 
lous Humour, T1 ſhould have rather recommended 
ro your reading, a Sermon writ by that Pious and 
Learned Divine Dr. Fohn Tillotſon, for many 
Writers do but in a manner fence with.their Argu- 
ments againſt Popery., but this Dr. makes all 
his home thruſts, and wounds the Papiſt 1a the 
very Vitals of their Religions and as a skilful 
Painter may draw exactly well a great Beauty in 
{mall Proportions, ſo this Learned Perſon has 
largely confuted Popery in one ſhort Sermon. 
And as none can be ſaid to- ſteal from the Bible, 
tho' he takes and quotes never ſo many Ver- 
ſes out of it. So none can, be juſtly accuſed 
| for 


CSC 
for having ſto'n or plunder'd this Reverend Do- 
or of any of his Arguments againſt the common 
Enemy the Papiſts, becauſe he deſign'd them 
freely for the benefit of all ſuch, as will employ 
all or any of them, to that ule, they being be- 
fow?d by bim, on that publick and charitable De- 
ſign, as the Lands they call Commons, are left 
to certain Pariſhes, who are never to be fenced 
in for private uſe, but ſtill left open for publick 
Benefit. 

Nor did I ever hear of any Man that valued 
Mony the leſs, becauſe it patſed thorow many 
hands before 1t came to his, nor a good Receipt 
the worſe, becauſe *twas given him by another, 
and not found out by himſelf; and rherefore, 
ſince you now find your ſelf infeQted with a foul 
malignant Inclination to Popery, and ſince I can 
here give you a Sovereign Medicine againſt it ; 
never trouble your ſelf to examin who found it 
out , where the Drugs grew, or from whence 
they came, or from whom I had them, 1o they 
can cure you. And this I am ſure Ican truly ſay, 
That what I have taken out of Doctor Tz1lotſor's 
Sermon, was not to ſhew my own good read- 
ing, but to ſet out your bad Religion, which is 
chiefly made up of Ceremony and Shew. 

But the Papiſt bids the Proteſtant Hereticks 
hold their prating, for they have an Argument 
and a Queſtion, that's able to knock them all in 
the Head, ( ſure they mean only ſuch a have no 
Brains in them. ) Their Argument is as very 
' common, as *tis highly irrational, which 1s this ; 
The Proteſtant Church holds a Papiſt may be 
laved, the Roman Church denies that a Prote- 
[tant can, therefore *tis wiſer and more fafe to - 
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of that Chureh, to which Salvation is granted on 
both fides: But. this ts a weak ſophiſtical kind of 
reaſoning, and only fit to take fuch. as have no 
Reaſon ; for by this Argument the then Donatiſts 
that held the- Baptiſm of the Catholicks was not 
g00J, and the Catholicks that held the Baptiſm of 
the Donatiſts was goo+ſhouw'd make it reaſonable 
t0 infer, that therefore St. Auſtin, and the other 
Catholicks ought accordinz to this Rule, ro have 
gon and been re baptized by the Donaritts, be- 
cauſe both fides acknowledged their Baptiſm to be 
00d. ER. 

St. Paul allo owned a Pofhbility of Szlvation, 
tho? with great Difficulty to thoſe, who built with 
Straw and Stubble on the Fouudation of Chriſtia. 
nity, that is, who built upon the Jewiſh Cere- 
monies, and Obſervances, but they denied a Poſli- 
bility of Salvation to St. Pant and his Followers, 
ſaying, Unleſs they were circumciſed and kept the 
Law of Moles they could not be ſaved ; 1d that by 
this worthy Argument, St. Paxl and his Follow- 
ers, ought to have gon over to thoſe Judaizing 
Chriſtians, becauſe it was acknowledged by both 
ſides, that they might be ſaved ; but Sr. Paul was 
£00 wiſe, to leavea certain way of Salvation, only 
for a meer Poſſibility of being ſaved. 

Their Queſtion is a Twin-Brother in Ignorance 
to this their Argument ; for the :Papiſts ask the 
Proteſtants, Where was their Church before Lu- 
ther ? who anſwer, Where their Church was ne- 
ver ſince the Council of Trex, in the Bible, where 
I am ſure the Paptſt will 6nd none of the Coun- 
ctls Twelve New Articles of Faith recorded ; as 
being never taught by our Blefled Saviour, or 
ever ſo much as mentioned by any of his Apo- 
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les, in any of their Epiſtles or Writings ; and 
yet forfooth, theſe are the Old Apoſtolical Do- 
arins, which ( nome who does not believe ) can 
be ſaved; yet I ſhall beg your Patience to give me 
leave to naine and look a little into lome of 
theſe new T rent Articles of Faith. 

The firſt ſhall be on that Unchriſtian Doftrin, 
( as DoCtor Ti/lorſor juſtly ſtiles it) called Trans 
{ibſtantiation ; and the reaſon the Reverend Do- 
for names it Unchriſtian 1s, becauſe *tis a Do- 
Qrin that undermines the very Foundation of 
Chriſtianity, as will plainly appear ( ſays he ) 
if we but conſider the grand Argument, the A- 
poſtles uſed to convince the World of the Truth 
of Chriſtianity, and that-was this, That our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour, the Author of this DoQtrin, wrought 
ſuch and ſuch Miracles, arid appeared to them, 
and converſed with them after his Death, which 
they confirm by an Infallible Teftimony, ( which 
the Papiſt will not allow as ſuch, becauſe they will 
believe no Infallibity out-of their own Church ;) 
That they themielves were Eye-witneſles, both to 
his Miracles and ReſurreQion. - 

So that *tis abſolutely neceſſary to rely on the 
Teſtimony: of the Senſes ; for if the Apoitles Eyes 
had failed them, then” they' were not ſure they 
ſaw his Miracles, or himfelf after his ReſurreQt- 
on, and then the main Aſſurance of Chriſt's be- 
ing riſen falls to the Ground, and all the Chriſti- 
an DoQtrin was buried with him, in his Grave ; 
for if there be no aflurance in the Teftimony of the 
Senſes, there's no Afurarice of * Chriſtianity, be- 
cauſs no aſſurance ' of -Chrift's being riſen from 
the Dead'; fo that the Buiſinels is brought to this 
tair Ive; -If the Teſtimony of the [Senſes are - 
FLIES | B 2 | e 
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(3) 
be truſted,: then Tranſubſtantiation 1s falſe, and 
if they are not to be truſted, then no man can 
ſay that Chriſtian. Religion is true ; for the Apo. - 
ſtles ſceing Chriſt after his Reſurrection, is the 
great proof we have that he 1s riſen. 

Farther granting the Scripture to be a Divine 
Revelation, and that theſe words, This zs my Boay, 
muſt be neceſſarily taken in a {trict literal Senſe, 
I ask the Papiſt, What greater Evidence has any 
Man, that theſe words are in the Bible, than e- 
very Man has that the Bread 1s not changed in the 
Sacrament ? Nay none has ſo much, for we have 
only the Evidence of one Senle, that theſe words 
are in the Bible, but that the Bread 1s not changed 
into the Body of Chriſt, we have the concurring 
Teſtimony of ſeveral of the Senſes together. 

How erroneous. then muſt the Doftrin of the 
Church of Rowe be in this point, that holds it to 
be a principal Article of the Chriſtian Faith, and 
{o preached by the Apoſtles, by which they throw 
a great Contradiftion and Abſurdity on their Do- 
Ctrin, that they ſhould give for the great proof 
of the Truth of Chriſtianity, That the Senſes are 
to be truſted, and at the ſame time give it ior 
one of the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, that 
the Senſes>are not to. be truſted, as' the Apoſtles 
muſt do, if they did Preach the DoQtrin of Tran- 
ſubſtantiation ,, which:s.is an utter denying that 
the Teſtimony of the Senſes are to be relied on. 

In a word, if it once be admitted, that the 
Senſes of all Men may -be-deceived in the moſt 
plain and ſenſible Matters that can be, ( for there 
can be no greater difference, than between a lit- 
tle bit of a Wafer, and the:whole Bod y ofia Man, ) 
there's no way lett to conyey or prove a Divine Re: 
velation. on I 
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But the Papiſt in anſwer to this, ask*s us, Whe- 
ther God cannot impoſe upon the Senſes of Men, 
and repreſent to them things otherwiſe than they 

are? Yes ſurely, if he has revealed that he wou'd, 
we are undoubtedly to believe him ; but then we 
ought to be aſſured that he hath made ſuch a ke- 
velation, which aſſurance no Man can have, the 
certainty of Senſe being taken away. 

But to ſhew you that this Doctrin of Tranſub- 
ſtantiation 1s far from being Apoſtolical ; it was 
brought into the Roman Church by the Lateran 
Council, under Pope Innocent the Third, and with 
it that Reverend DoCttria of depoling Kings in caſe 
of Hereſie, and abſolving their Subjects from their 
Allegiance; Theſe are two Twin-Dottrins that 
hunted in Couples ; and for the laſt, tho? they are 
now aſham'd to'own it, yet the Popes were not 

formerly ſhy to practiſe ir, 

Next their worſhipping of Images, which pra- 
Rice, notwithſtanding all their ſubtle DiſtiaCtions 
and Evaſions about ir, is but the very ſame the 
Heathens us'd in the ſame Caſe, and 1s as point 
blank againſt the Second Commandment, as wit 
ful Murther is againſt the Sixth, which the Popiſh 
Teachers are ſo ſenſible of, and fo afraid the People 
ſhould be ſo too, that therefore 1n their ordinary 
Catechiſms, and Manuals of Devotion, they leave 
out the Second Commandment, and divide the 
Tenth into rwo to make up the Number ; That the 
Infallible Church of Rowe might not appear fo 
fallible as to aft ſo contrary to the Commands of 
God. 
I ſhall paſs by their taking away the Cup 1n the 
Sacrament from the Laity, tho? our Saviour orde- 


red it to. be given in both kinds ; and they mighc 
as 
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as well take away the Bread, as the Cup, and both 
as clther. 

And for the Papiſts praying 1n an unknown 
Tongue ; do but read St. Paul on that Subjett as 
tothe great Errour of doing it, and he will fatif{- 
fie you, tho' he cannot convince them. 

Next let us refieCt a little upon that part of the 
Romiſh Doctrin of praying to, and worſhipping 
of the Virgin Mary, which hath been now for 
ſome Ages palt, a principal Part of their Religion; 
for they build Chappels, erect Altars, and ſanQiify 
Holy-days to her ; in ſhort, ſhe makes the preateit 
Part, both of their Publick Worſhip and private 
Devotions, they praying to her more than either 
to God, or our Saviour, the Papiſt uſing ten Ave 
Maries , tor one Pater Noſter. 

Indeed one who conſiders this, and had never 
read the Bible, might well have concluded, that 
there had been more ſaid of her in the New Te- 
ſtament, than of God, or Chriſt; and that it had 
been full from one End tothe other of Precepts 
and Exhortations, for the worſhipping of her ; yet 
I defy any Papiſt to ſhew me ( as to this Do&rin 
of praying to the Virgia Mary) where ſhe's fo 
much as once named by the Apoſtles 1D any of their 
Epiſtles ; or where there's one Verſe in the whole 
Bible, that favours in the leaſt of paying Wor- 
ſhip to her, but rather the contrary, our Saviour 
ſkeming to take all Occaſions to reſtrain us from 
it, as when they told him, Tour Mother and your 
Brethren are without, who, ſays he, are my Mother 
and my Brethren? he that doth the Will of my Fa: 
ther, the ſame is my Mother, my Siſter, and my Bro- 
ther. And when the Woman broke our in a Rap- 
ture, concerning the blefſed Mother: of the =_ 
blel- 
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bleſſed 15 the Womb that bare thee, and the 
Paps that gave thee ſuck, our Saviour diverts it 
to another thing, by ſaying, Tea rather bleſſed are 
they that hear the word of God and keep it ; dogs our 
Saviour, or his Apoaltles in any of their particular 
Directions and Precepts concerning Prayer, and 
the Manger of it, and by whom we are to addreſs 
our {elves to Gol, give the leaſt hint, or intima- 
tion of praying to the Virgin Mary, or making 
uſe of her Mediation for us? or is there one Verſe 
in the whole Bible, that orders us in the leaſt to 
pay ber Worſhip ? 

In ſhort, did God ever command it ? did ever 
our Saviour teach it ? cid ever the Apoſtles Preach 
it? or did ever the Primitive Chriſtians praCtiſe 
it? Nay, did any of the Writers of the fir{t three 
hundred Years, ever name any ſuch thing as pay- 
ing her Worſhip, or making her any part of their 
Religion? Indeed about the middle of the fourth 
Century 1t begun to creep in among ſome ſuper- 
ſtitious Perſons; and therefore Eprphanius, who 
lived about that time, call'd it che Herefie of 
Women. * 2 

And fince *ts ſo much taught, and com- 
monly practiſed in the Roman Church, withaur 
the leaſt Colour of a Command in God's Word 
for it ; give me leave a little to refle&t on rhe In- 
fallibility that the Roman Church pretends to; 
becauſe I am ſure, this is a Dottrin that's able 
to bring into her as many Errours as ſhe thinks 
convenient to receive, ( which is more than a 
few, ) and yet this infallible Church cannot yer 
tell where this Infallibility 1s ſeared, whether in 
the Pope alone, or in a Council alone, or in bott 
together, or 11 a diffulive Body of Chritlians, 
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but they are ſure they have it, tho? they know not 
where It 15. 

Indeed 1 can't imagin, how they, or any can 
think it reaſonable, that this Infallibility was con- 
firmed on the Church of Roe, and that all the 
primitive Chriſtians did believe it, and had re- 
courſe to it, and yet that this very Roman Church 
ſhould be {till at a loſs where '*tis, and that ſhould 
make a ditterence, which ſhould be the End of ali 
Differences. That not one word ſhould be intima- 
ted in all the Bible of this high and peculiar Pri- 
viledge above all other Churches, and that the A- 
poſtles 1n all rheir Epiſtles, ſhould give no notice 
or caution to Chriſtians, to appeal to the Biſhop of 
Rome tor determining any Difficulties, which even 
in thoſe Times hapned among them, and that 
they ſhould then never ſpeak of ir, tho* there 
were ſo many occaſions for it. Nor that the An- 
cient Fathers 1n all cheir Diſputes with the Here- 
ticks, ſhould never appeal to this Judge; nay, 
that they ſhould not do it in all Caſes of difte- 
rence, it being ſuch a ſure and ſpeedy way of 
ending them all among Chriſtians. And ſo I 
have done with DcCtor Tzllorſon's Arguments, and 
were well for the Papiſt he had done with their 
Religion too; for his Reaſonings and Arguments 
like skrew'd Guns, they carry farther, and pierce 
deeper than any others which are of the ordinary 
level among us. | 

And now by this Infallible Churches leave, tho' 
I pretend not in the leaſt to be a Scholar, much leſs 
a Divine, yet I doubt not without being either, to 
prove the Roman Church, ſince her adding twelve 
New Articles of Faith to the Old Apoſtolical Creed, 
which were coyn'd in the Mint of Trent, and = 
liſhe 
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liſhed by Pope Pas the Fourth, to be very falſe, and 
erroneous in her Principles, tho? ſhe does with {6 


much Confidence, but no Truth, ſay, that ſhe holds 


at this time the old, true, Catholick and Apoſtoli- 
cal Faith, and yet declares her ſelf tobelieve at the 
ſame time, the new Trexes Creed to be the true 
Catholick Fauth, without which no Man can be ſa- 
ved; which are the very words in that Creed. 


But before I make any farther Progreſs on this, 


SubjeA, I will recommend to you two Remarks 
well worth your: Obſervation on this worthy | 
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Council ; The firſt is its heedleſs contraditing and - 


forſwearing in the very firſt Article : The ſecond 
is the want of Chriſtian Charity, by damning all 
the Churches: before Trext Council; . Two foul 


Crimes very unbecoming a General Council, whoſe 


bulineſs 1s not to perform, but reform Sin. Now 
you muſt firſt know, that the Obſervance of the 
twelve Trent Articles of Faith, are bound upon 
all by Oath, and in the very firſt Article they de- 
clare to embrace the Apoſtolical and Eccleſiaſtical 
Tradition, and yet at the very ſame time ſwear 
to obſerve all that's decreed by that Council, 
which orders that the Holy Communion ſhall be 
adminiſtred to the Laity but in one kind, when 
tor above a thouſand Years after Chriſt, it was 
given to. them in both, in all the Chriſtian Churches 
over the whole World ; and the Roman Church 
cannot deny, but that it was our Saviour's Com- 
mand, as well as all the Churches praCtice, -for ſo 
many years; Nay, in the fourth Article of the Trent 
Creed, ' they uſe theſe very words';; That they re- 
ceive and approve the Rites of the Catholick 
Church, in the ſolemn Adminiſtration. of the Sa- 


craments ; and yet tho? the receiving it in both 
7 kinds, 
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kinds, is both Apoſtolical Tradition and Eceleſi. 
aQtical PraCtice, yet they poſitively forbid it to 
the Laity:: The Concluſion makes it ſelf.  ' 

My ſecond Obſervation is, . how uncharitable 
this Council is, and all-its Diſciples in their con: 
demning all other Churches ; for ſurely, theſe 
Trent Creed-makers have not ſo much Impudence, 
( tho' 1 know they, have.a great deal ): as to pre- 
tend to follow- our Blefled Saviour's :charitable 
Do&rin, who commands us, to pray:for our Ene-. 
mies ; but this worthy Council 1s 1o very. far from 
praying for their Enemies, as they damn their 
very Friends, the old Roman Church, with all the 
Chriſtian Churches diſperſed over the Face of the 
whole Earth ; for ſhe no more than the reſt, did 
ever hear before the Council of Trexr, that its: 
twelve New Articles, was the old true Catholick 
and Apoſtolical Faith, without which no Man can 
be ſaved ; all I ſhall ſay to this is, that as Charity 
covers many Faults, ſo the want of it diſcovers 
many Vices,. which 1s apparent in the Church of 
Rome more than all, , becauſe ſhe ſhews leſs Cha- 
rity than any. | | 

My next buſineſs is to ſhew you, that fromthe 
days of the Apoſtles, to the Time. of the Trent 
Council, among the many, Creeds named by 4- 
thanaſius, Enſebius and others; none of them ever 
made the leaſt attempt of altering, or much leſs of 
adding any one new Article of Faith, but only ex- 
plain'd the Old, efteeming the Apoſtles Creed to. 
be fully ſufficient ; being as Terrullian elegantly 
ſtiles it, 4Lzittle Body of great Truths, The Rule of 
Fazth, inſtiruted by Chriſt, and tranſmitted from- 
him to his Apoſtles... 


I:could 
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I could here for the Confirmation of this Truth, 
-produce - you (the Teſtimonies of all the Eminent 
Fathers of: all Ages of the: Chriſtian Church ; but 
that would-not only tire your Patience, but ſwell 
this Letter above the moderate Bounds of one ; to 
prevent which, -I ſhall only quote you ſome few of 
the many, which will-be enough to juſtifie, that 
all acknowledged-this great known Truth ; that 
there was never added any new Article of Faith, 
to the old Apoſtolical Creed before the Trent 
Council. 

Therefore, I ſhall only here name you the firſt 
four General Councils, thoſe of Nice, Conſtantinople, 
Epheſus, and Chalcedon. And as to the firſt of theſe 
Councils, when'the Nzcere Fathers met to ſettle 
the Controverſie about the Son of God ,- they 
were ſo far from making any new Creed, or ad- 
ding apy New Article to the Old, that they: ex- 
pounded only the meaning of one of the Articles, 
the Senſe of which the 4r:ians had perverted, and 
had therefore little Deſign of changing or adding to 
the Chriſtian Faith, contain'd in the Apoſtles 
Creed, whea at their meeting they read no other 
Creed but it. | = 

And St. Auſtin, before he began his Explicati- 
on on the firſt Book of Gezeſis, fers down whatthe 
Catholick Faith is, which he ſays is nothing elle, 
but whar is contain'd in the Vzceze Creed. 

But what need I alledge more than the words 
of the great Athanaſias, on this Subjeft, in the 
Letter which he and ſome other Biſhops with 
him writ to the Emperour Fovian ; where they 
tell him, that the Faith proteſſed by. the /Vicene 
Fathers, was the very ſame which. was Preach'd 


from the beginning, and unto which all the 
| C 2 Churches 
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Churches every where conſented to, whether in 
Greece, Africk, Spain, France, Italy, &c. with all 
the Churches of the Eaſt, (a few Arans excep: 
ted; ) and then ſetting down the Nicene Creed, 
they conclude, in this Faith *cis neceffary for all to 
remain, as being Divine and Apoſtolical, and 
therefore not to be changed ;.which is a moſt 
plain Declaration, - (by the Council of Trer:'s 
leave) that the Faith contained in this Creed, 
is not at all defeAive and ſhort, as the Trexto- 
nians did believe it was, by their adding more 
to 1t. WT 

And Irenzns ſays, that the true Church through- 
out all the World, hath but one and the ſame 
Faith, ſhe had from the beginning, which I'm 
ſure plainly concludes, that the now Roman 
Church cannot be the true Church, becaule it. 
holds not the. ſame Faith now, ſhe did in the 
_ beginning, having enlarg'd her Creed by twelve 
new Articles of Faith, coyn'd in the Council of 
Trezt, and never heard of1n any Chriſtian Church 
in the whole World, before that late *worthy 
Council. | 

For the ſecond general Council of Conſtantinople, 
I ſhall not need name here, ſince it contain'd the 
{ame of the firſt general Council of Nice. 

And for the third general Council aſſembl'd 
at Epheſus ; all the Fathers of it were ſo faſt uni- 
ted together in this Perſwaſion, that the Apo» 
ſtles Creed contain'd all things neceſſary to be 
believ*d, as that Council decreed, that ir ſhould 
not be lawful for any to write, compoſe, offer, 
or produce any other Article of Faith, than thoſe 
defined by the Vicene Council ; and if any were 
ſo bold as to dare the doing of it, if they were- 
| | Lay: 
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Lay-men; they ſhould*be Anathematiz'd, and: if 
they were Clergymen or Biſhops, they ſhould be 
depoſed ; which: plainly informs'us, what would 
become of the preſent Pope. and his Clergy; if he 
and they had attempted then, what they 'pro- 
fels to do now, which is to. add no leſs than 
twelve new. Articles 'of: Faith, as-if the old Apo- 
ſtolical Creed . was not ſufficient and: compleat 
enough to make up the new Romiſh: Church 
Faith, without the new Trent Addition. 

And for the fourth general Council of Chalce- 
don, it renewed: this Canon of the Council of 
Epheſus, decreeing. in a manner. the very ſame 
words, only with-this: difference, .to Lay-men is 
added Monks, againſt whom: the Synod decreed 
an Anathema, it they pretended to teach any 
other Faith, 

I could- alſo here name the fifth general Coun- 
cil held: at Conffantinople, under the Emperour 
Tuftinian ;. which Council profeſſed in their third 
Seffion, that they embraced the ſame- Faith with 
the four foregoing Councils of Vice, Conſtantino- 
ple, Epheſus, and Chalcedon, and fo did all the 
other general Councils fing the ſame Note, that 
no new Article of Faith ſhould be added to the 
old Apoſtolical Creed. Yet the late pretended. 
general Council of Trexr, added no leſs than. 
twelve new Articles; which was but a decla-- 
ring that they eſteem'd the Apoſtles Creed de- 
feQtive and light by twelve Grains, .or elſe ſurely. 
they would neyer: have added that Number to 
make it weight, as they : thought and pretended 
to do ; by which that Council does in effect. de- 
clare themſclves: to be more knowing' in what 


is neceſſary to true Faitb, : than the firſt four: 
| general. 
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General *Councils, and the' very Holy infpir'd A- 
poſtles themſelves:: And this that Council ſays, 
( but wich great-impudence and faHeneſs ) is the 
true old Catholick and Apoftolick Faith, without 
which no Man.can be ſaved, for tis the very words 
of P;#sthe Fourth's Creed. od k 

.. This is indeed a -princely DoQrin, fit for ſuch 
a princely Pope, of whom I muſt beg leave, (or 
elſe T ſhall be:ſo bold as to take.it ) to let lip a 
Leaſe of Popes, and four General Councils againſt 
his twelve new Articles of Faith. 

The Firſt Pope ſhall be Pius the Second, -againſt - 
Pixs the Fourth; for this Pz#s the Second con- 
feſſeth, that before the Time of the Nzceve Coun- 
cil, little regard was had of the Roman Church, 
which 1s a-plain Contradiction to Pope Pzus the 
Fourth, and all Popes, ſince that ſhe is the Mo- 
ther of all:the Churches ; for ſure all the Churches 
did know the Duty they owed their Mother, fo 
well, as not to have 'neglefted the paying it, if 
they had believ'd it. truly due to her:; but it ap- 
pears by. their. not paying, they eſteemd it not 
truly due. ' 

My Second Pope is Gregory the Great, whoſe 
CharaQter is, That -he was'the worſt Biſhop that 
ever went before him, and the beſt that ever 
came after .him; ſure .it cannot be upon the 
Account of upholding, or inlarging the Power of 
the Court of Rome'; for/T- am very confident, 
and I believe my Confidence'iis : grounded* upon 
this good Reaſon, . that: had Pope Gregory hv'd in 
the Tume: of: Pope: Pius the Fourth, and had been 
aflur'd | that he had taken upon 'him to add 
twelve new Articles:to the old Apoſtolical Creed, 
he: would have:ſaid the'very fame of him; as = 
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did- of John the. Patriarch of: Conſtantinople, when' 

he was told he had taken upon him, the Title 

of Univerſal Patriarch or Biſhop ; That whoſoever 

{hould uſurp to himſelf that Title; was a fore. 
runner of Anti Chriſt : And for his part he pre- 
rended to no other Title, than that of being a 
Servant to the Servants of God, tho? he was not 
only- then Biſhop of, but Reſident in Rope. 

But Pope Boniface, who ſoon after ſucceeded 
him 1in-the Papacy, tho? he had a leſs humble 
Chriſtian Mind, yet he had a much: higher Pa- 
pal Spirit; for he preſently chang'd that Note, . 
and {wallowd,greedily that ſweet tempting Bit of 
Univerſal Biſhop, chooſing rather the great Power 
of being the Head, and Maſter of all the Biſhops 
on Earth, than the humble CharaQter of being 

7 Servant to the. Servants of! the great God of 
Heaven.. By. which he ſhewed the Pride of a bad: 
Pope, but-not- at all che Humility of a good Chr1- 
ſtian, by eſteeming_. the. Office of a Pope more- 
perfect: freedom; than that of God's Service. 

But this Title of Univerſal Biſhop is attended: 
with ſuch great Dignity, and accompanied with 
ſuch a large Revenue, that all Pope Bontface's 
Succeflors, would never ſince abandon that. proud 
Uſurpation'; for tho? the: doing it may be a Sin, 
yet that's nothing. to the Pope ; for he that has- 
Power to forgive other Mens Sins, may eaſily ab- 
ſolve himſelf of his 'own ;. and indeed I believe, 
he has as full Power to pardon his own Sins, as- 
much as any others; J 

But now to return 'to the Point I was about; this 
Pope Gregory concurr'd in his Opinion with' the. 
firſt four General Councils, that no new Arti- 
cles of Faith were to- be. admitted, but what were: 
| | pre» 
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profeſſed by them : And in his giving an account 
of his Faith, as the Cuſtom was for every Pope 
upon the Advancement to his Papal Dignity ; he 
ſpeaks -of the firſt four General Councils in fo 
high a Stile, as he profeſſed to. receive and reve« 
Tence.them, as the four Books of the Holy Goſpel : 
How vaſtly differing was the Faith of this Pope 
Gregory, from. that of Pope Pzzs the Fourth, and 
the now Roman Church, who, tho* we Prote- 
ftants embrace. all the Dottrins of our Saviour 
contain'd in the: Apoſtles Creed, and confirmed 
by the firſt four General Councils, yet the Church 
.of Rome will not allow, that the Performance of 
theſe, with a ſtrict vertuous Life, can afford us ſo 
much as a Poſlibility of Salvation; To which 
unchriſtian and uncharitable DoCtrin of theirs, 
I fhall only anſwer, That the Papiſts by this plain- 
ly ſhew, that they forget that Charity is an ef- 
{ential Mark of true Chriſtianity ;- and what the 
Apoſtle ſaith of particular Chriſtians, 1s as true of 
whole Churches, That tho' they have all Faith, 
yet if they have no Charity, they are nothing. 

The third Pope I ſhall here produce is, Pelag:- 
4s, who being elefted to the Papacy, was de- 
manded, if he held the Defrnitions of the Council 
of Chalcedon, ( which contain'd:that of Nice, Con- 
ſtantinople and the Epheſive Creed ) To which he 
made anſwer in a Letter, which is 1n the Body of 
the Canen Law, that he received the Definiti- 
-ons of the firſt four General Councils, concerning 
the Catholick Faich, and then . beginning to re- 
hearſe his Creed, as the faſhion wasupon being 
made Pope ; he repeated the Apoſtles Creed; This 
is my Faith (aid he) and the Hope that is in me, 
by the Gift of God's Mercy, of what St. Peter com- 
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wands us to be ready to anſwer every one, who asketh 
gs 4. Reaſon, and an Account of it. Of which I 
am ſure the Trentontar Fathers, with their twelve 
new. acditional - Articles, -can give no good Ac- 
count out of Scripture, becauſe there's not a word 
mention'd of them 1n it. | 

Therefore I ſhall conclude with St. Auſtin, Since 
the Juſt live by Faith, the greater care muſt be 
taken, that Faith-be not corrupted, and then 
adds, Now the Catholick Faith: is made known 
to the faithful in the Apoſtles Creed z; which 
plainly argues, that ſince the Trext Articles are in 
no part of the Apoſtles Creed, or in God's Word, 
they can be no part of the Catholick Faith. 

And now to conclude this Point, I ſhall leave 
it to the Popes for a Memorandum, the Example of 
their Brother Pope Honozius, who was condem- 
ned by two Councils as an Heretick, and alſo ana- 
thematized by Pope Leo the Second ; And pray, 
why was this great Scandal and heavy Puniſh- 
ment laid: upon his Holineſs ? the reaſon Pope Leo 
tells us, was, becauſe he conſented to violate the 
Rule of Apoftolical Tradition, meaning as it was 
contain*d in the Apoſtles Creed. And ſurely 'if 
declaring a- Defe& in this Creed be a Violation 
of .it ; then certainly nothing can be more plain, 
than that- Pope Ps the Fourth, and the Coun- 
cil of Trent, have defiled: the Apoſtolical' Creed, 
tor they have declared it to be too ſhort and de- 
tective, by their adding twelve new Articles of 
Faith to ir, ſince *cis groſs folly to add to a thing, 
what one believes'does not want any Addition. 
And now T' have po you a: Leaſe of Popes, 
againſt one Pope, and four General Councils, a- 
D gainſt 
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oainſt one only pretended one, for I can eſteem 
that of Trezt no other, being niade up of a Pack 
of Italian Biſhops, and; 6 Jin. efte&t: 'was no mae 
general, than the ſingle Roman'Church is Catho- 
lick, and Univerſal, And tho' the Papiſts know, 
there was a Catholick Church before a' Roman : 
yet they will now. include the Catholick in the 
Roman, and upon- that account call themſelves 
Roman - Catholicks, a ſingular Univerſal Church ; 
Bur. Popiſh Bulls'are ſo very common in: Rome, 
as they are to be the leſs wondred at for ir. - 

And ſo, I hope, 1 have ſufficiently proy'd, 
that this Queſtion of the Papiſt to the Proteſtants 
is very impertinent, W here was your. Religion be- 
fore Luther ? To which Queſtion we can truly 
anſwer, (as we did before,) VWhere-I am ſure the 
Popiſh, Creed never was. ſince the Council of 
Trent, in the Bible. And thereforc ſince the Pa- 
piſts will: attempt caſting. Novelty on the Prote- 
ſtant Religion, they ought-not to wonder I here 
ſpeal« Truth of theirs : For, this their Queſtion to 
us, will but prove -to them, like a Gun: very 
much overcharg'd, which inftead of hitting, the 
Mark *tis ſhot at, flies about the Ears .of him 
that ſhoots ir. For I canfafely:ſay,: begauſe truly, 
that the preſent Roman. Church - with: her :Traio 
of Trent Additions, . cannot be the; ſame: true Old 
Catholick, and Apoſtolical' Chuich, that ſhe was 
before the Time of that Council, becauſe ſhe has 
taken a New Creed, and a New: Creed. muſt 
make a New Church, as well as a; New: Faith 
muſt make a New Religion, and-therefore ſhe 
cannot be altogether the Old Catholick and Apo- 
ſolical Church, ſhe now ſo confidently pretends 

| | 0, 
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to, and vainly boaſts of, as being the Miſtreſs and 
Mother of all Churches, when in truth ſhe's far 
from being ſo.to any one of them ; except that of 
Trent, of which we yield her to be the true Mother, 
as will here appear upon a ſhort Examination into 
this Matter. | X59 

Firft, the Roman Church cannot juſtly call her 
preſent Faith to be altogether Old, becauſe a great 
part of 1t- 1s altogether New, as only taking its 
Date from the Birth of the Council of Trext; 
and all know *tis not much more than a hundred 
Years ſince. that Council was hatch'd; ſo that 
the Trexe Creed, - making now a main part of the 
Romiſh Faith, ' ( which 1s a Truth the Papiſts 
dare 'not deny, without denying a main. part of 
their preſent Faith ;) how 1s it poſſible ſhe can 
pretend her Faith is altogether Old ; when ſhe 
muſt yicld.at the ſame Time, that no leſs than 
twelve Articles of the now Roman: Church 
Faith is in (a manner) altogether. New ? and 
how well new Cloth agrees with an Old Gar- 
ment, the Scripture tells us. | WW: 
| ;Nor has the Roman Church atiy better reaſon 
for ſtiling .her {elf altogether,; Catholick, becauſe 
a main part of the Faith of her Church, is not 
univerſally believ'd, no;not by balf the Chriſtian 
Churches, ( I wonder for my part *is-by any; } ſo 
that until the Papiſts can make the leſſer part to 
contain the greater, they -mulſt not expeCt to 
make. the. Proteſtants beheve. the .ſingle Roman 
Church, 'can contain the Catholick, that 1s, the 
umverſal Church. s Mn 34 
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And: for the Roman Church Rtiling her lf al- 

together Apoſtolical ; 'I cannot at all find ſhe has 
the leaſt Colour of Reaſon for it, ſince the Date 
of the Trent Creed, which is the preſent Ro- 
miſh Faith; ) for 'tis moſt certain that Creed 
was never ſo much as heard of, much leſs taught 
by any. of the Apoſtles, in any of their Epililes 
or Writings, or ever nam'd in any Chriſtian 
Church over the whole World, for more than 
fifteen hundred Years after Chriſt ; ſo that an In- 
fant may as well pretend to be as old as Methuſa- 
lem, as the New Trent Creed can, to be the old 
Apoſtolical :Faith. Therefore to ſum up all in a 
word, Since the Trent Creed makes a main part 
of the Romiſh Faith, all the Reaſons the Papifts 
can give (1n my opinion ) for their Faith beiog al- 
together Apoſtolical, and their Church the Mother 
of all Churches, is but that poor weak Womaniſh 
kind of reaſoning, -She is ſo, - becauſe ſhe is ſo. 
.* But for the Proteſtant Religion, I can here eaſily 
and truly prove it to be altogether Old, altogether 
Catholick, and altogether Apoſtolical. The Prote- 
ftant Religion is truly altogether Old, | becauſe we 
believe'the old Apoſtolical Creed, which contains 
the DoCtrins of our Bleſſed Saviour, given by him 
to His Apoſtles, and confirmed by the firſt four 
General Councils, which Creed we continue ſted- 
faſt to, without the leaſt taking from it, or ad- 
ding to it, which the Papiſts with their additio- 
nal New Trent Creed, cannot juſtly, nay ſomuch 
as pretend to. | 


- So that *ris moſt certain, that unleſs the Pa- 
pitts will deny the Apoſtolical Religion to be the 
Old Religion ; they cannot truly ſay, the = 

ants 
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ftants-ig the New. :,4And leg the: Papiſts -butſeri- 
ouſly refleQ on;the Frens. Creed they believernow, 
and on: tnat of the firſt four General Councils, 
which was the Faith, the Romiſh Church held then, 
and I, am fure,, they may as reaſonably attempt to 
prove a Son may- be elder than-his- natural Father, 
as to pretend to jultifie that the Trent Creed(of not 
much more than a hundred Years ftanding ) to be 
elder than the Apoſtles Creed, which was made a- 
bove fifteen hundred Years before it. 

And therefore ſurely the Roman Church can- 
nor, or leaſt ought not to deny, that ſtmce the;Pro- 
teſtant Faith is ſtill contain'd intire in the Apoſtles 
Creed, it muſt be ſo many degrees elder than the 
Roman Faith, as the Roman Church hath built 
new Stories, on the old Proteſtant Foundation, ſince 
at the Time of the firſt four General Councils, ( for- 
then. Proteſtant ,and;,;Papiſt were all one Faith; ) 
ſo that if the Roman Church will allow, ( what 
they dare not deny ) that: their Religion was gaod 
at that Time, they cannot juſtly ſay the. Prote- 
ſtants is bad at this Time, ſince we profeſs the vye- 
ry ſame Creed now , they did then, the Prote- 
{tant Church having, (as Laid before.) not in the 
leaſt raken, from,  or' added to the Apoſtolical 
Creed, as I am ſure the Papiſts cannot deny bur 
that they themſelves have : And tho' the Court of 
Rome, has caus'd the Church of Rome to ditter 
much from, what ſhe then was; yet praiſed be 
God, the, Proteſtants have not alter'd from what 
they then werez. and therefore we cannot be truly 
{aid, ro difter more from-the Church of Rome, at: 
this Time; than ſhe has differ'd from her ſelf ſince. 
that Time. I mean of the firſt-four.General:-Coun- 
Uuls, | Next 
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i1-Next 1 fay, the ProtefWant -Faith #5' altogether 
Catholick; becauſe *twas' the Faith, that- all''the 

Chriſtian Churches over the whole World profeſ: 
ſed, (a few 4r/as in the Eaſt only excepted) for 
above* fifteen hundred Years together, as the Pa- 
piſts themſelves can'no more juſtly; deny, thanthey 
*can truly prove, that the-new'Roman'Creed, with 
its T rent AdGition; : was the Faith'of all the Chri- 
ſtian Churches in the 'World, for-ſo much 'as- 0c 
day, no nor what's worſe, 1severlike to be tothe 
Wy day. -- 7 YE | 
"And laſtly, fot the Proteſtant:Church'being row 
Aaltopether Apoltolical , the Papilts may with the 
Jame*'reaſon and Juitice deny the Apoltles Creed 
to be Apoſtolic'l. as to deny ' our Faith is not fo, 
*fince the Proteſtant Faith is contain*d in-the Apo- 
:ſtlexCreed, which we never at all varied from, but 
continued altogether firm to, without the' leaſt 
*Alreration-or Diminurion ; a hapyy Truth, 'which 
Pme fure the Roman Church dares not now 'pre- 
rend to, without having no leſs than twelve new 
Articles of Faith to flie in her Face, and giving her 
as many Times-the-Lye for pretending to it. 

And now there remains.only to-add, "That if the 
'Church of Rome has any Inclination ro bring the 
Proteſtant Church into a hearty: Unity,” and tirm 
Community with her ; the beſt and only way will 
-be to'take the *irſt four General Councils as the 
"Judge and Standard to meaſure all our preſent Dif- 
ferences by, and- if the-Proteſtants have deviated 
40:the teaft'from them, ro reform-in what they have 
*diftered'; - and let the Papifts but do the ſame, and 
retrench- all their -idle- new ſupernumerary T rent 
Articles of Faith, and disband all their -vain-ſuper- 
__ {titious 
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ftitious Ceremonies, neither of which was ever 
taught or indeed heard of by the Apoſtles, or pri- 
mitive Chriſtians, and reduce their Creed to the 
fame it was in the Time of the firſt four General 
Councils, and then the Papift as well as Prote- 
ſtant will become of the ſame Apoſtolical Faith now, 
as we were both of us then, that is, be again both 
of one and the ſame Religion. 

But the Pope's Power 1s too high, and his Reve- 
nue too great to admit this ing Spirit ; light 
Mony can never agree with true Scales, nor Defor- 
mity like a true Glaſs ; no more can the new Ad- 
ditions of the Romiſh Creed endure the true 
Touch-Stone of the old Apoſtolical Faith : There- 
fore to conclude in a word ; unleſs you are reſoly'd 
to chooſe ſuperſtitious DoQrin before Goſpel 
Truths ; a falſe Religion before a true one ; Dark- 
neſs before Light, the Tree new Articles of -Faith, 
before the old Apoſtolical Creed, Never chuſe the 
Popiſh Religion before the Proteſtant. 


